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Virginia Historical Society. 



At the last annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society, 
which was held December 23rd, 1892, in the Hall of the House 
of Delegates in Richmond, the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: President, Joseph Bryan; Vice-Presidents, 
First, J. L. M. Curry; Second, Archer Anderson; Third, Wil- 
liam P. Palmer, M. D. ; Treasurer, Robert T. Brooke; Record- 
ing Secretary, David C. Richardson; Corresponding Secretary, 
Philip A. Bruce. Executive Committee: Edward V. Valentine, 
Chas. V. Meredith, Orin L Cottrell, Dr. B. W. Green, Richard 
H. Gaines, Beverley B. Munford, Frank H. McGuire, Thos. C. 
Williams, of Richmond; Robert M. Hughes, of Norfolk ; Pro- 
fessors Lyon G. Tyler, of William and Mary College; John B. 
Henneman, of Hampden-Sidney College, and Richard Heath 
Dabney, of the University of Virginia. These officers began 
their administration of the affairs of the Society, January 1st, 
1893- 

At a regular meeting of the Executive Committee, held Jan- 
uary 7th, 1893, Dr. William P. Palmer and Messrs. Frank H. 
McGuire and Philip A. Bruce were appointed a /committee, to 
which Dr. B. W. Green was subsequently added, to supervise the 
alterations and improvements in the interior of the Lee residence 
which were necessary for its occupancy by the Society. 

A full set of by-laws were adopted by the Executive Committee 
at its regular meeting April 8th, and a thousand copies were 
ordered to be published. 

The following Standing Committees were appointed at the 
meeting of the Executive Committee June 10th: 

Finance. — Joseph Bryan, Chairman, Chas. V. Meredith, Bev- 
erley B. Munford and T. C. Williams. 
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Publication. — Colonel Archer Anderson, Chairman, Philip 
A. Bruce, Prof. R. H. Dabney, Dr. B. W. Green, and Prof. 
Lyon G. Tyler. Editor in charge of the Magazine, Philip A. 
Bruce. 

Membership.— Dr. Wm. P. Palmer, Chairman, David C. 
Richardson, Richard H. Gaines and F. H. McGuire. 

Library. — Hon. J. L. M. Curry, Chairman, Philip A. 
Bruce, O. L. Cottrell and Edward V. Valentine. 

In June the Historical Society took possession of a separate 
home of its own, namely, 707 East Franklin street, Richmond, 
the house which was occupied as a residence at one time by the 
family of General Robert E. Lee, the property of Mrs. John 
Stewart and the Misses Stewart, of Brook Hill, Henrico county, 
Virginia, who have generously placed it at the disposal of the 
Society under the terms of a conditional gift, the Society to have 
absolute control as long as it occupies the rooms, but upon the 
withdrawal of its property and its discontinuation of the use of 
the rooms, the house to revert to the original owners. 

For a number of years the paintings, engravings, books, pam- 
phlets, manuscripts, and relics belonging to the Historical Society 
have been deposited in the Westmoreland Club house, the mem- 
bers of the club having the use of the paintings and engravings 
for the adornment of their walls, in return for the right granted 
to the Society to keep its books, pamphlets, manuscripts, and 
relics in a suite of rooms on the upper floor of the club house. 
These rooms have been practically inaccessible to the members 
of the Society. The space allotted it being limited, the library 
has been stored without regard to orderly arrangement, and has 
in consequence been useless to the historical student and the 
general reader alike. 

The house now occupied by the Historical Society, in addition 
to being a building of great historical interest from its associa- 
tion with the commander-in-chief of the Confederate Armies, is 
a handsome and substantial structure, situated near the centre of 
the city, and affording ample room for all the uses of the Society. 
The house has been put in good repair, the wood-work having 
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been repainted, and the walls and ceilings repapered. The 
Society was enabled to make these improvements by the gener- 
ous contributions of the " Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion," of Virginia; the Old Dominion Chapter of that Society, 
through Mrs. James H. Dooley, its Regent, giving $801.30, and 
the Albemarle Chapter, through Mrs. Wm. Wirt Henry, the 
State Regent, giving $75.00. The property of the Society has 
now been removed to its new quarters and arranged for use and 
inspection. The preparation of a catalogue of the library is in 
progress, and when completed will show that, the Historical 
Society is in possession of many interesting books, pamphlets 
and manuscripts. In addition to numerous volumes on historical 
subjects, there is a valuable miscellaneous collection of books, to 
which additions are constantly made in the form of gifts from 
members of the Society, and persons not members who are inter- 
ested in historical investigation. The increase in the size of the 
library, for the six months ending July 1st, 1893, amounted to 
about three hundred titles. The publications of the Society in 
the library, are the Letters of Governor Thomas Nelson; the 
Official Letters and Records of Spottswood and Dinwiddie; 
Documents relating to the Huguenot Emigration to Virginia; 
The Virginia Company of London; The Federal Convention of 
1788, and two volumes containing miscellaneous papers. Full 
and odd sets of these publications are for sale by the Corres- 
ponding Secretary. 

Among the manuscripts owned by the Society may be men- 
tioned the Bland autograph lttters, presented by the late Chas. 
Campbell, the distinguished historian of Virginia; papers rela- 
ting to Colonel Dabney's Legion, 1780; the Charles Carter Lee 
Papers; the Meriwether Order Book, 1777-81; Journal of the 
Confederate Steamer Georgia; Pioneer Reminiscences of Colonel 
Redd, of Henry County, 1774; Parish Register of Sussex 
County, 1749-75; Edmund Randolph's History of Virginia; list 
of the first members of the Phi Beta Kappa, William and Mary 
College; the Letter Books of William Byrd and William Fitz- 
hugh, written in the Seventeenth century; the Rose Diary; the 
Account Book of William Massie, 1747-8; Appellate Court 
Decisions, 1731, 1739; sixteen volumes of autograph letters of 
distinguished public characters; letters and manuscripts of the 
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Randolph family, and the large mass of papers relating to the 
Ludwell and Lee families, given to the Society by the late Cas- 
sius F. Lee, Jr., of Alexandria, Virginia. 

Now that the Virginia Historical Society has secured a sepa- 
rate home of its own, in which every precaution has been taken 
for the safe- keeping of its valuable property, there is just ground 
for anticipating that it will become the depository of many val- 
uable manuscripts which are in private hands in this State. The 
Society in extending the proper facilities for the lasting preser- 
vation of such manuscripts, whether given to it or merely lent, 
is subserving one of the chief ends for which it was established. 
The gallery of historical pictures owned by the Society is among 
the most important of its kind in the South, including, as it does, 
portraits of Washington, Robert E. Lee, Henry, Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe, Marshall, Randolph, Giles, Arthur Lee, Pen- 
dleton, Pocahontas, Mrs. Washington, Lafayette, and other per- 
sons identified with the history of Virginia and the United States. 
The collection of relics and curiosities, though small, is valuable 
and interesting. 

In the interval between January ist and June ioth, 1893, the 
date of the last meeting of the Executive Committee, the mem- 
bership of the Society was increased by three hundred and 
fifteen additions; the new members, like the old, including a 
large number of the most distinguished public men and historical 
scholars of this country. The Society has now a membership 
of seven hundred. Relying upon the income from this source, 
supplemented by the guarantee fund of $1,100 which was sub- 
scribed by a number of leading members of the Society at a 
meeting held in Richmond, December 5, 1892, the Executive 
Committee decided to issue a historical magazine, published 
under the auspices of the Society and for the benefit of its mem- 
bers. This magazine will be issued quarterly, and will be 
devoted to the publication of the historical material which now 
lies in manuscript in Virginia, either in private hands, in the 
county court offices, or in the libraries of the State and the His- 
torical Society. It is not intended that the magazine shall super- 
sede the former annual volume altogether. If the income of the 
Society is in the future sufficiently large, it is proposed from 



PROCEEDINGS. VH 

time to time, without regard to any regular interval, to publish 
in this form manuscripts which are too bulky for the magazine, 
and which will require a more extended annotation than could 
be given if they appeared in the magazine itself. It is believed 
that the magazine will arouse a greater interest in historical 
research in Virginia, and call more general attention to the large 
mass of historical documents in this State which are now unused 
and even unknown. 

The Virginia Historical Society does not propose to confine 
itself to increasing its library of books and gallery of pictures, 
or to becoming a depository of historical manuscripts and relics, 
or to issuing a magazine and an occasional volume. It hopes in 
time to receive sufficient aid from the Commonwealth to enable 
it to assume the task of transcribing and publishing all the 
records in the British State Paper Office, which relate to the 
Colonial history of Virginia, and also of superintending the 
copying of the county records which cover the same important 
period. The work of the Royal Historical Commission, in 
England, can be repeated in Virginia. There are many historical 
papers in private hands in all of the older parts of the State 
which have a great historical interest, and which should be 
copied and published. This work the Virginia Historical 
Society hopes in time to be in a position to do. Its principal 
aim is to gather together all the material which illustrates the 
history of Virginia, leaving no storehouse or receptacle unex- 
plored or unexamined, whether public or private. This mate- 
rial should be published in order that the historical student and 
writer may have the use of it without difficult and expensive 
research as at present. 

The history of Virginia is still to be written. As long as a 
large proportion of the material is widely scattered and practi- 
cally inaccessible, it is impossible for that history to be written 
with the amplitude, thoroughness and accuracy which should 
distinguish the relation of so great and memorable a story. In 
order that it may perform its mission to the fullest extent, the 
Historical Society of Virginia should receive not only pecuniary 
aid from the State, but also a generous endowment from private 
benefactors who are interested in the objects which it seeks to 
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promote. It should be raised above the uncertain income of a 
fluctuating annual membership. 

Under resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee at the 
meeting of the committee March 8th, the proceeds of the sale of 
the past publications of the Society, as well as fees for life-mem- 
berships, are to be devoted to the creation of a permanent fund. 
This fund now amounts to a considerable sum, and from the two 
sources of income named must steadily grow. It is, however, to 
be earnestly hoped that it will be greatly increased at an early 
day by the liberality of friends of the Society. 



